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cating the child both academically
and socially?
The school focuses on providing
them with opportunities and experiences that will help them develop
their communication, thinking, social, self-management and research
skills. At our school, children are
at the center of the teaching-learning process. While developing their
skills the school also caters to their
emotional needs thus leading to holistic development.

Mansi Jadhav from NES International School Dombivli felicitated Excellence in
International School Education (Beyond Thane)
What makes this recognition special to you? Who would you like to
dedicate it to?
This honour is a recognition of our
dedication and continuous efforts
towards
developing
education
through international mindedness
for students beyond Thane.
We would like to dedicate it to
our Founder President Dr. R. Varadarajan for his vision and constant
guidance.
What do you think of Mid-days initiative in starting these honours?
This is a very noble way of encouraging and recognizing the contributions made by leaders in the field
of education. This also provides us
a platform to share knowledge and
voice our opinions.
What do you consider the USP of
your educational institute?
The Unique Selling Point of our institute is –
1. International Baccalaureate(IB)
Education
2. School infrastructure support-

ing and encouraging 21st Century
learning
3. Space Science
What has been the mission of your
school?
The mission of our school is To provide a holistic education
to students so that they become
knowledgeable, caring young leaders who help to create better and
peaceful world with intercultural perspective. Towards this, our
school instils in students a strong
sense of international-mindedness
to become lifelong learners and
peace ambassadors.
What is the vision of your school
and how far do you think you have
been able to achieve it?
To provide world-class education to
children from smaller suburbs and
helping them become global citizens
With an emphasis on the holistic
development of students, what has
been your approach towards edu-

Why do you think International education is the preferred education
among children in today’s times?
International education is the preferred education among children
in today’s times because it is application based learning. It is realistic
education with students becoming
more globally aware and connected. It develops student’s social, academic and emotional well-being
by focusing on strong personal values and international-mindedness.
International education fosters diverse connection and helps people
develop and achieve their aspirations. International education basically stimulates innovation. International education focuses a lot on the
development of the child as a curious and knowledge seeking inquirer
both in school and beyond.
With competition in every sphere
of life, how much do you think students need to be pushed for excellence and how?
Competition must be with the self,
and that is what IB believes in. To
excel one needs to keep doing better and better. Students need to
keep themselves abreast with the
latest changes and advancements in
the society. School should not only
provide academic excellence to students but also should aim at their
holistic development by inculcating
essential human values in them,
thus making them responsible global citizens ready to surge ahead with
confidence. In holistic education,
the three R’s should be instilled : Relationships, Responsibility and Reverence. The focus should empower
students to excel in different walks
of life so that they are able to evolve
as global citizens of tomorrow who
can stand up for their rights and
have the ability to make a difference
to the world.

Aditya College of Architecture - Excellence
in Architecture Studies, Mumbai
In conversation with
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Aparna Surve from Aditya College of Architecture felicitated for Excellence in Architecture
Studies (Mumbai)
Why is this honour special to you?
Who would you like to dedicate
this honour to?
It a special honour for Aditya College of Architecture to receive the
recognition within a span of five
years of its inception from the esteemed Media brand such as Midday. I dedicate it to the sheer hard
work put in by our entire students’
fraternity, faculty members and to
the vision of our trustee Mr.Shri
Harishchandra Mishra, Shri Ashish
Mishra and Shri Aditya Mishra.
Is Branding an important part
of today’s educational system?
Would you use this title as a branding tool for promotions?
Branding or associating oneself with
a set of values has been an age old
phenomenon in any form of social
institution, be it educational, social
or political. Mid Day for decades
have represented what is of public
concern and every aspect of the society that demonstrates excellence.
Mid- Day has been inspirational, especially to youths. Associating with
Mid-Day through this recognition
will reinforce our institutional identity of being aligned with pursuit
of Excellence, of being concerned
with public interest and engaging
with the society in various forms.
We will be always proud to display
the recognitions as a branding tool
therefore.
What would you say is the USP of
your college that has earned you
this recognition?
Aditya College Of Architecture is
an Institute with a difference and
with a vision to create ‘Global Ar-

chitectural Practices’, while thinking globally and acting locally. In a
short span of just five years, Aditya
College of Architecture has spread
its’ wings and has embraced the
global challenges in the field of Architectural education with required
rigour, enthusiasm and determination so that the generation of future
Architect it creates, influences the
Global Architecture scenario.
Is a brand recognised by its popularity owing to its infrastructure
or innovations in teaching?
Infrastructure & innovation in
teaching are not mutually exclusive
in creating a brand of any educational institute. ‘Branding’ in totality represents the intent, the content
and the physical manifestation of
both intent & content. Good infrastructure demonstrates the concern
for well-being of the students, faculty members and other employees.
The physical infrastructure is conducive for better performance and
excellence.
Innovation in teaching always
remains an engine for the spirit of
the institute. It’s a primary and an
inevitable driver for the institute to
excel.
Besides academic excellence, does
the college also work on the holistic development of its students?
A student spends five important and
formative years of his life during
the studies of Architectural education. Therefore it is important that
the institute is sensitive to his/her
overall and all round development.
Besides the Academic Excellence,
Aditya College Of Architecture

(ACA) organises various seminars
and workshops for students to get
the exposure of the world outside
the institute. ACA also organizes
International Design Competition
every year with the objective to facilitate ideation, innovation, creativity, dialogue and sharing among
student communities belonging to
varied nations. Due to our sustained
efforts and clear objectives, ACA’s
5th International Design Competition (IDC), 2017, received 104 entries from 25 countries from all over
the world namely UK, Spain, Russia,
Ukraine, Germany, Greece, Bangladesh, New Zealand, Philippines,
Ireland, Turkey, China, U.A.E, Bolivia, USA, Indonesia, Malaysia, USA,
Italy, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Thailand,
South Africa and India.
In the year 2017, Aditya Group of
Institutions went one step ahead to
organize the Borivali Design Fair, a
unique fair, held for the first time
on a very big scale for the people of
Borivali. It is this profound combination of Academics and Engagement with the World outside that
has made Aditya College of Architecture, vibrant and distinctive.
What keeps you ahead of the competition?
A strong belief in sustained efforts
to follow visions and achieve set
goals has made ACA accomplish
variety of challenges belonging to
Academics or the Allied Activities.
Also looking for newer challenges
constantly, raising the bar for excellence, collaborating with the industry and professionals, establishing
constant dialogue with the international architectural community and
learning from them have been some
the key reasons, why ACA has managed to transcend boundaries and
rise above its own performances.
How important is a global approach towards your education?
The world has come closer due to
innovation in internet and digital
technologies. This has influenced
how architecture is conceived, the
construction technologies and most
importantly the aspirations of people for whom the Architects build.
The Global Approach to Architecture
is the call of today’s time. By hosting
international Design Competitors,
organizing seminars and engaging
with international students’ community and professions we keep our
inquiry and the engagement with ‘
Global scenario’ alive and relevant.

Zahir Kazi from M.H.Saboo Siddiq College Of Engineering felicitated for Excellence in Innovation & Design Engineering Education
(Central & South Mumbai)
Why is this recognition special to
you? Who would you like to dedicate it to?
This recognition is special to us because we think it reflects our accomplishments, endorses our hard work
and dedication. We will dedicate this
recognition to our Hon’ble President
Dr.Zahir I Kazi Sahab.
Is Branding an important part of
today’s educational system? Would
you use this title as a branding tool
for promotions?
Yes, Branding is an important tool in
today’s educational system. Yes, we
will be honoured to feature this title
as a tool for promotions.
What would you say is the USP of
your Institute that has earned you
this recognition?

Our institutes USP is National & International achievements and constant
pursuit for Excellence in Education.
Kindly elaborate on the specialised
training that is given for skill building to its students?
To make our students industry oriented, we conduct various training
programs for skill building such as
soft skills & aptitude training, etc.
The idea is to create better technocrats, suitable for leadership and
importantly good citizens through a
teaching pattern.
How important is a global approach
towards your education?
Global Approach in technical education is very important, as it will shape
the view of the people of the world
to help and build a better world, with

bringing a change in our own society
by a creative approach
Offering a specialised coaching in
Engineering studies must entail
an expertise training. Elaborate on
your faculty?
We have excellent and qualified and
dedicated teaching faculty with good
industrial and teaching experience.
Our faculty members periodically undergo training program with industrial collaboration to keep up with the
latest development in technology.
Is there practical/hands on training
besides theoretical knowledge imparted to students?
Yes, we have practical hands on training/mentoring sessions for our students in well-equipped workshops
and laboratories.

Diamond Jubilee High School – Mumbai –
Excellence in National Curriculum School –
South Mumbai
In conversation with

of Diamond Jubilee High School

Joydeep Kar and Nutan Iyer from Diamond Jubilee High School felicitated for Excellence
in National Curriculum School (South Mumbai)
What makes this recognition special to you? Who would you like to
dedicate it to?
The recognition is very special and
it reassures us of our efforts as a
school and a team at large.
I dedicate this recognition to my
brilliant and delightful students,
diligent staff, supportive parents
and the management at Aga Khan
Education Service, India, who incessantly encourages and guides us in
our endeavours.
What do you think of Mid-days
initiative in starting these recognitions?
This initiative is a very thoughtful
one, indeed. At times, as teachers
and leaders of a school, we look
forward to being acknowledged, encouraged and appreciated in small
ways. When a renowned newspaper,
which is well- received by a large
section of society recognizes the
good work we do for the benefit of
our students, it is a feeling of pride
and positive reinforcement for us.
In times ahead, we hope to reach
greater heights and contribute to
student- development in many
more ways.
What do you consider the USP of
your educational institute?
As an organisation, we are an adaptable and pluralistic in nature
and in my opinion, this sets us apart
from the others. We believe that,
accepting change and promoting
innovation among our students and
teachers is paramount to our spirit
of growth. We thoroughly believe

in orchestrating various platforms
for ‘Professional Development’
of our teachers so that they are
abreast with the most updated and
creative teaching pedagogies and
classroom strategies, which aid in
transacting meaningful learning in
the classroom. Our teaching methodology is purely learner- centred,
thus, empowering our students to
be, not only academic achievers but
also human beings, who are skilled
to succeed in their life after school.
We invest our efforts, profoundly in
ensuring all- round development of
our students.
What has been the mission of your
school?
The mission of our school is to enable many generations of students
to acquire both knowledge and the
essential wisdom to balance that
knowledge and enable their lives to
attain the highest fulfilment.
What is the vision of your school
and how far do you think you have
been able to achieve it?
Enriching lives by creatively enhancing and sustaining quality education in a relevant global environment.
We have achieved it to large extent. However, this is only the beginning and ‘we have miles to go
before we sleep’. Although, our hard
work has been appreciated and we
have things to take pride and happiness in, we will strive to reach unprecedented heights.
With an emphasis on the holistic

development of students, what has
been your approach towards educating the child both academically
and socially?
While, academic rigor is significant
for a student to succeed, skills to
function beyond school are essential, preordained and an inevitable
component in the child’s holistic
development. Affordances of such
practice are directly proportional
to each child’s academic and social
progress.
We lay equal emphasis on curricular and co-curricular subjects and
facilitate the building of a strong
ethical sense in children, which is
imperative in making them human
beings for a virtuous future. According to me, it helps the child to
discern between ‘the righteous’ and
‘the incorrect’.
With competition in every sphere
of life, how much do you think students need to be pushed for excellence and how?
The competition around the globe
today, is immense. Nevertheless, we
need to be mindful that each child
has interest, ability and proficiency,
which may be unique in their own
ways. As an educational organisation, we attempt to nurture their
capabilities. According to me, this
will ensure excellence in students’
performance and skills; pushing
them towards anything will never
be an option.
At the Diamond Jubilee High
School, we accept children with
their individual differences, respect
their competencies and interest. We
guide them to strive for excellence
with the best of their abilities.
An Introduction to Aga Khan Education Service
The Aga Khan Education Services
(AKES) is one of the largest private,
not-for-profit, non-denominational
educational networks in the developing world. AKES currently operates over 200 pre-primary, primary,
secondary, and higher-secondary
schools and programmes in diverse
geographic locations in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Kenya,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Tanzania, Uganda and the United
Arab Emirates. Schools offer their
respective country’s national curricula; some schools in East Africa and
Bangladesh also offer international
curricula (IB and British).

